The liver is morphologically and functionally modulated by sex hormones. Long 
It is well known that cirrhotic male patients, particularly th6se with alcoholic cirrhosis, have impaired function of the hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal axis1. All over the world, HCC is more prevalent in men than in women. This is especially true in patients with cirrhosis and in the areas where HCC is common. Such male predominance of HCC may be related to sex hormone imbalance2. On the other hand, it is undeniable that long-term use of oral contraceptives induces not only benign but malignant tumors of the liver. Also, androgenic anabolic steroids, especially 17-alkyl-substituted steroids, seem to be related to the development of liver neoplasms including HCC. These 
